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Later, the connection between the scrotum and thigh is divided, the 
testicle being carefully separated and the wounds in the scrotum and 
thigh closed. De Beule has obtained excellent results in two cases, 
which were far from being favorable. 
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The Serum Treatment of Exophthalmic Goitre.—G. A. Waterman 
(Boston Med. and Surg. Journ ., 1906, No. 7, p. 165) reports five in¬ 
stances of Graves’ disease treated by means of hypodermic injections 
of serum derived from blood drawn from the jugular vein of a goat, 
two weeks or more after the removal of the thyroid gland. Two of 
the patients are considered as cured, two improved, and one unim¬ 
proved. Waterman considers this number insufficient for estimating 
the value of the treatment, but, looking over all the instances in which 
serum-therapy has been employed, he feels that in this method we have 
a means which influences the disease favorably, and which may, with 
further modification, prove of more uniform value. In his opinion, 
it may be along this line or by the use of cytotoxic serum, which has 
been so successfully used by Beebe and Rogers (Amee. Jour. Med. 
Sci., vol. nxxxii. No. 1, p. 149) that we are to find a specific means 
of relieving the distressing symptoms of this most troublesome disease. 
The doses of the serum employed were from 15 to 45 mm., given at first 
daily, the intervals being increased as benefit was obtained. Continu¬ 
ation of the treatment for months is necessary. 

Serum in Exophthalmic Goitre.—S. P. Beebe (Jour. Amor. Med. Assoc., 
1906, xlvii, 66) concludes a paper upon this subject as follows: “When 
all the conditions are considered, I believe it is fair to conclude that the 
serum is an agent of considerable value in the medical treatment of 
exophthalmic goitre. It has been used in all manner of cases in which 
it was possible to make a diagnosis, and in some cases in which the 
diagnosis was doubtful. Only a comparatively small percentage of 
trials has resulted in failure, a much larger number in improvement, 
while an encouraging number of individuals have been completely 
cured. In making up statistics, all the cases of which we have any 
record have been included. A number of the patients have begun 
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treatment so recently that it is not possible to make any safe conclusion 
of the outcome. The number of instances of cure and improvement is 
so large that it cannot be ascribed to coincidence, and, under favorable 
conditions, I believe much can be accomplished by serum-therapy’ 

Prophylactic Antisepsis— Crede (Munch, mcd. Woch., 1906, No. 24, 
p. 1160) states that the strictest asepsis in the management of accidental 
and^ operative wounds may fail to prevent primary or secondary in-, 
fection and advises prophylactic antisepsis in the form of collargol. 
This agent is non-irritant and effective and is taken up by the 
tissue fluids and circulates through the body, without local caustic 
effect. In instances of fractures complicated with infected wounds 
sequels such as necrosis, lymphangitis, septic and phlegmonous pro¬ 
cesses may occur, no matter how thorough the cleaning of the parts 
has been. Here collargol assures quids healing without reaction. 
Tissues that seem to have lost their viability often regain vitality 
in a surprising fashion and recovery is usually rapid. Cred6 con¬ 
siders that every injury should be treated with this agent and that it 
is equally advantageous after operations, no matter how carefully con¬ 
ducted these may have been. Collargol may be employed as a 3 per cent, 
dusting powder mixed with finely pulverized lactose or one and a half 
ounces of a 1 per cent, solution may be used as an irrigation for wounds, 
cavities, the bladder, etc. Tablets of collargol may be inserted into 
bullet wounds, into the wound of a compound fracture, or may be placed 
upon contused brain tissue. Collargol may also be used for. syringing, 
as a gargle, an eye wash, internally in wounds of the stomach, and in 
the form of bougies or suppositories. Argyria is said to never follow 
its employment. 


The Serum Treatment of Experimental s pinal MnrringitiH —S imon 

Flexner (Jour. Artur. Med. Assoc., 1906, No. 8, p. 560) describes 
certain experiments which he has made in the production of cerebro¬ 
spinal meningitis in animals, and in the serum treatment of the same. 
He considers that the experiments may have some value in helping 
to understand the characteristics and effects of the Diplococcus intra- 
cellularis. ^ The experiments concerning the prophylactic and therapeu¬ 
tic properties of antisera prepared from the diplococcus are sufficiently 
encouraging to warrant further study. How far the results obtained 
on guinea-pigs and monkeys can be applied in man, it is not safe to 
premet Should further experimentation show that injections of anti¬ 
sera can favorably modify the experimental disease in monkeys, the 
case would not be without hope. Flexner does not think that the 
injection into the spinal canal of man of alien sera should be under¬ 
taken until their physiological action has been worked out in more detail 
in monkeys. If it were practicable to employ monkeys for producing 
the antisera to be used in man, the danger of serum intoxication might 
be lessened while the good effects of the immunity principles were 
retained. 


Tetanus Antitoxin.— W. d’Este Emery (The Practitioner, 1906, 
lxxyii, 478), in a paper upon serum-therapy, states that tetanus anti¬ 
toxin is of little value in acute tetanus, nut in chronic tetanus it is 
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of great benefit in affording relief to the symptoms and in distinctly 
improving the chances of recovery. It frequently happens that the 
improvement which follows each injection is so marked and so greatly 
appreciated by the patient that it carries distinct conviction to the 
medical man. The dosage of the agent is simple; large doses are re¬ 
quired and they should be repeated whenever their effect becomes 
apparently lessened, or, if there is no obvious effect, within a few hours. 
The best site of administration is not so well established. There are 
six possibilities: (1) Subcutaneous; (2) intravenous; (3) intracerebral; 
(4) intraspinal injection; (5) application to the nerve leading to the 
wound, and (6) local application. In chronic instances, subcutaneous 
injection will be adequate, though the advisability of intravenous in¬ 
jection may be considered. In very severe instances of acute tetanus, 
the intracerebral injection has given striking results; about 150 minims 
is injected into the lateral ventricle after drilling a hole or after 
trephining. Intraspinal injection is probably not more advantageous 
than hypodermic administration. Local application to the wound 
should not be relied upon, but may be employed in connection with 
subcutaneous injection. 


Sodium Salicylate in Scarlatinal Arthritis.— Ralph Stockman (Edin . 
Med. Jour., 1906, xx, 244) has followed a number of instances of scar¬ 
latinal arthritis and reports his observations as follows: In five of the 
patients no treatment was adopted and the symptoms subsided in 
two, three, four, seven, and eight days. To eleven patients, sodium 
salicylate was given in ordinary doses, and in these the joint symptoms 
subsided in one, one, two, three, five, six, seven, eleven, twelve, thirteen, 
and seventeen days. Thus, it would seem that the untreated patients 
ran the more favorable course. In most of the cases the arthritis was 
slight, recovery was apparently spontaneous, and it seemed immaterial 
whether the salicylate was given or not This is in accord with clinical 
experience. In scarlatina, as in other microbic infections, the joint 
involvement is to be regarded as a part of the general poisoning; and, 
as sodium salicylate does not benefit the primary disease, it also leaves 
untouched the joint affection. While this is true in most instances, in 
others, as in the cases in which the joint implication disappeared in a 
day or two after the administration of the salicylate, it seems clear 
that we have to deal with a true rheumatic arthritis complicating the 
scarlatina. Stockman considers that only in rheumatic fever have the 
salicylates a specific action, and the joints are especially benefited 
because the remedy is secreted into them from the blood. He believes 
that the salicylates are as truly specific in acute rheumatism as is 
quinine in malaria, or mercury in syphilis. 

The Action of Aspirin upon the Uterus.—F. Chidichimo ( Therapcui . 
Monatsschr., 1906, No. 8, 389) quotes the following statements of 
Dilluberger, which are the conclusions of the latter drawn from his 
clinical observations: (1) Aspirin acts well in ovarian dysmenorrhcea, 
since it not only diminishes the general nervousness but also lessens 
tiie ovarian hyperesthesia. (2) In uterine dysmenorrhcea, with func¬ 
tional nervous disorders which have no organic basis, it acts as a strong 
analgesic. (3) In severe diseases of the adnexa and chronic metritis. 
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the drug lessens the intensity of the dysmenorrhcea. (4) If one ad¬ 
ministers aspirin shortly before menstruation the dysmenorrhcea will 
be suppressed. (5) Aspirin has a beneficial influence upon amenorrhcea 
and. menorrhagia. Chidichimo, himself, finds that aspirin slows 
uterine contractions and exercises an analgesic effect. It is not excreted 
in the milk of nursing women. It causes dim inution of pain in the 
genital apparatus, whatever its cause may be. The usual dosage is 
10 to 15 grains, two or three times daily. The drug is said to have no 
disturbing effect upon the stomach or kidneys nor does it cause headache 
or tinnitus. 


The Specific Treatment of Tuberculosis.— H. Hochheim ( Zmtralbl. j. 
die Gesamte Therapie , 1906, No. 8, p. 393) concludes a paper upon 
this subject with the following resume: In the treatment of phthisis 
we have no certain therapeutic agent; the treatment of the disease is 
tedious and requires much patience both in physician and patient. 
One of the most approved means of treatment is the administration of 
thiocol (potassium sulphoguaiacolate), which may be given in powder, 
capsules, or solution, in daily dosage of about 30 grains. The drug 
is tasteless and has no disturbing Sect upon the stomach. Its par¬ 
ticular disadvantage is its costliness. 


The X-rays and Eesorrinol in Lupus.—S. Ehrmann (Sem. med., 
1906, No. 37, p. 439) reports excellent results from the combination of 
these two agents. His technique is as follows: First, a dressing 
impregnated with a 33 per cent resorcinol ointment is applied; this is 
removed after about twelve hours and the lesion is curetted with a sharp 
spoon, or a tampon wet with mercuric bichloride solution is applied. 
Ihe procedure is repeated after four or five days, and x-ray treatment 
is begun. The resorcinol applications are continued at intervals. 
Later, dressings of boric-add ointment are applied, and, after a time, 
the treatment above described is again instituted. The cyde is con¬ 
tinued until cure is completed, which is usually accomplished in from 
two to seven months. 
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The Influence of Vacdnaticm upon the Evolution of Infectious Diseases. 
— L. Jesierski (Jahr. /. Kinderheilk., 1906, xiv, 337) details some 
interesting observations upon this point, made possible by the occurrence 
of smallpox in a hospital ward containing scarlatina patients. A child 
aged eight years, suffering from scarlet fever, prcsentedji smallpox 
eruption ten days after admission to the ward. In consequence, all 



